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TELECOMMUNICATIONS NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

1368. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for State 
Development: 

The telecommunications needs assessment recently released by the Minister for State Development made 
numerous adverse findings about the regions, including that there are significant disparities in access to 
communications services between those region close to Perth and those further away, particularly regions in the 
north of the State.  The assessment found also that less than eight per cent of Western Australia’s landmass will 
have mobile phone coverage with the completion of the current mobile roll-out program.  Given the crucial 
importance of telecommunications in my electorate, in particular mobile telephone access, what is the 
Government doing to resolve this issue quickly?   

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  It is fundamentally the Commonwealth’s responsibility to 
provide telecommunications services to the nation.  The State Government is using the telecommunications 
needs assessment to present data to the Commonwealth about communications gaps, such as the need for mobile 
phone coverage in non-metropolitan Western Australia.  The needs assessment included a list of coverage gaps.  
We are using that to negotiate with the Commonwealth to alleviate the problems.  The Commonwealth has made 
$15.9 million available nationwide for expansion of terrestrial mobile phone coverage to towns that exceed a 
population of 300.  We are seeking to access as much of that fund as we can for Western Australia.  The Minister 
for State Development would welcome the member’s support in advocating the State’s mobile telephone needs 
to the Commonwealth to ensure it fulfils its responsibilities.  I recently had the good fortune of attending the 
ministerial council meeting on online issues on behalf of the minister, at which we again made sure that the 
Commonwealth is well aware of the shortcomings in Western Australia.   
 


